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The brown envelope contains a person’s identity and other records. But the

never open his or herown file, which is mysterious as the black box on a plane.

Chinese has such a file envelope containing yellowing pages that keep record of

3323 the person’s life. Coming from the traditional household registration system, the

Kraft paper, String envelope is still an important way through which the government rules the country
Ever since a person’s birth, major happenings in one’s life are filed away in this ;
There are questions like: From which date to which date, where did You study or Mp‘:
Are you politically progressive? Who are related with you? The brown envelopes are ?
sealed and stored in a dark room. Nowadays, Chinese still rely on the ID carg and
household registration card to prove their identities. But occasionally, they also heed
the brown envelope to prove their innocence. For decades, the brown envelope has
maintained its humble appearance. Even in the time of digital information, a Persons
crucial records are still stored in this ordinary envelope. Everyone has such an enye}
but how much is the file related with the person’s actual life?

Gan
Brown envelope
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Embroidered
banner

YOX72 2x8cm
Fabric, Wood, Plastic

When the Chinese want to express their gratitude in the most respectful
they would present a banner embroidered with the praise. It is common
banners in the meeting room of many “units’, a term referring to the Place where 5
Chinese works. Every time a meeting is held, the staff will be sy rrounded by banners
showcasing the unit's awards and praises. The government grants banners to
outstanding figures in certain areas; the common people also like to use this
show their respect or gratitude. The same banner can be used among different levels
of social status. The words are often succinct when the banner is given as an award, For
instance, “The 2nd Class of Grade 3 in the high school has won First Prize inthe tug-of-
war contest’, or “Zhang Weihong is honored as the role model of spiritual Civilization"
But the eloquence can be surprising in the event of expressing utmost gratitude. A
patient might present a doctor with a banner that says:“Hua Tuo (an ancient doctor)
reborn, bringing back spring with wonderful hands” as shown in the picture, or
“Virtuous doctor who helps the needed with great skills” A student might give his or
her alma mater a banner that praises the school as “spring breezes that bring timely
rain to nurture the earth silently”. People often send banners to governmental
agencies with gratitude. For example, they would praise the police as “brave and
fearless, with a great social conscience” or“good police for the people, guardians of
life”. For the governmental agency that alleviates disaster-stricken areas, the people
would say “sending charcoals in snow, bright sun in winter”. There are numerous

such praises, which are often arranged in antithetical couplets. For Chinese, things
in even number are considered perfect.

Manner,
to find sych,
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i Three-Good Student”is the most coveted honor for Chinese students and their
certlﬁ cate aspiring parents. Liu Yafei, a diligent student, has been gaining such honor every
of merit for year since primary school. Her parents put up all he:; awia‘rds :r;1 the mos; pfr\c;:'lritrl\;nt
i i isitor would praise the girl and her paren k
”Th et OOd gz:alsnict)::;;ﬂ ;n;ur:stor\:oi\::r;: .:;ome to rep?imand hif or her less diligent child and
StUdent" promise to n;ward the child if he or she gains such a certificate. The “Three Goods" refer
to“virtue, intelligence and physical health” It is intended for those who are balanced

paper " i i chers only focus on the second
Paper in all three respects. But in reality, most parents and tea y

standard, or the scores of examinations. Practiced for many years in China, such a
system has met increasing criticism. More and more people believe that better ways
should be found to develop a student’s full potentials, especially when a student
couldn't meet the traditional standards of the “Three-Good Student”.
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white bag containing some 1,000 letters from his “children” This might be the most
rouching content such bags carry in the world. In 2007, Louis Vuitton introduced a
new smaller bag with exactly the same red, blue and white pattern. Even though
“Louis Vuitton”is printed on the bag, Chinese consumers can hardly associate it
with the world-famous luxury brand. People are surprised at the minute difference
between the common and the fashionable. Hopefully, the common bags won't
become expensive thanks to Louis Vuitton.
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Liberation standard equipiment for the Eibestation Army, ot many civillans "l'-“|||wl|-wp-u the
! y
ShOeS Whoes. On May 1, 20008, the anmy adopted new aining shoes. The era of the | iberati
" auon
Shoes Is gone. The othoial name ol such shoes s “dloth shoes with rolske sole” The
3 o

‘f'\"“\'f‘l‘ 'l':.-' are many guesses about it popular name, One says that the shoes were first macle in
e Fu the Liberation War betore 1949 another simply says they were worn by the Liberation
Army. For whatever reason, Lberation Shoes won greal popularity among soldiers
and civilians i the past hall of the 20" century. At times when the natlon sulfered
patural disester poditical turhulences and economic setbacks, there were fow other
nilltary shoes, Even though such shoes look humble, the
v b ventilation Is so poor that many suffer from beriberl, a skin
on have not reduced people’s attachment to the shoes, In
juipiment shops, many young customers choose these
cooor practical function, but more for Its political color - just
¢ uban revolutlonist Che Guevara, When no more Liberation

e owned lactorles, wearlng such shoes display a nostalgla

cholces than theop
sole is rather thin
disease, such

the mushi oo
shoes, not b

the same .

Shoes are prodiu

for the old tume
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Old Huang is a bus driver. He has a huge glass bottle for tea. Eve
G' ass bOttIes out for work, Old Huang grabs a handful of tea and putsitinto tf?;d::tz:fme he serL;
for tea water, tightens the cover and puts the bottle in its special string ba Q-This'isgl::;": hot
day’s drink for Old Huang. At the red light, he would take off the cover ang sip th: e
9x9x22.5cm strong tea, erjoying a rare moment of relax in the hard work. Old Huang's botyy
Glass, Plastic to contain the Nestles coffee. Used bottles for canned fruits and extract of malt::dsed

milk powder are never thrown away. Some of the big ones are turneq into tea bottles
that supply & day’s drink. The bottles are made of thick glass that won't crack easily
when bedling water is poured in, With a string bag covering the botte, even hot tea
won't buiis the hands. Some elderly men in Beijing often take such bottles on thejr
daily reutine of playing Chinese chess with old friends under a shady tree, or sing

a few arias from Peking Opera. The tea keeps the throat moist throughout the day.
As days pass by, the inside of the bottle is covered with a layer of sediment. It is said
that sediment from tea does no good to health, hence people have invented many
ways to clean it. The most useful methods involve tooth paste or salt. Drinking tea
with such big glass bottles has nothing to do with kungfu tea or top grade tea, The
most ordinary tea leaves prepared with the common water can bring the folks a day
of leisurely enjoyment.
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